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Take 5: Ideas for Independent/Home Learning  

The Dam  

by David Almond, illustrated by Levi Pinfold (Walker)  
Explore it 

Read the text below and take time to look carefully at the illustrations: 

 

Consider what is happening in this scene. Who are these people? Why do you think they are here? Do you 

think they have been here before? What makes you think that?  

Now, look carefully at the setting. How would you describe the place they are in? Is it urban or rural? How 

do you know? What do you think it might be like to be there? What might you see, hear or smell? How do 

you think it feels to be there?  Consider what is being said in the text. Why do you think he is telling her 

that all these things will be gone? What does he mean when he says this and these? What do you think is 

going to happen to them?  

Do you know what a dam is and why dams are built? If you are not sure about the word, look it up in a 

dictionary, if you have one, or use an online dictionary, such as: 

https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/ Does this change what you first thought about what might 

happen next to this place? How does this make you feel? How do you think these people feel? Why do you 

think they came here at this particular time? 

2. Illustrate it 

In this scene, you only see small snippets of the landscape where the story takes place. What do you think 

this landscape looks like as a whole? Imagine you are the man and the girl standing in the image toward the 

centre of the spread. What do you think they are looking out onto? What might the landscape where all 

these plants and animals live look like?  

Look back at all the images for clues to what the wider landscape might look like. You might notice the hills 

behind the sheep, the forest behind the fox, the long grass and clover around the smaller animals and 


